
 

 

Marine Safety Information Bulletin 03-2002   --   June 18, 2002 
Freighter Tag Reporting Procedures 

 
Masters and Pilots of commercial vessels:  as discussed at the April 18 Detroit-St. Clair River Operations 
Work Group meeting, your assistance is requested in helping authorities enforce safe navigation regulations. 

 
What to look out for: 

• Vessels causing concern to normal commercial traffic. 
• Vessels coming alongside or interfering with deep-draft traffic. 
• Vessels not operating within the Navigation Rules. 
• Vessels impeding a deep-draft vessel in a narrow channel or fairway. 
• Vessels not responding to danger signals. 
• Vessels that cross closely in front of or “play games” with deep-draft vessels. 
• Vessels not staying clear of a tug and its tow. 
• Unusual clustering of vessels near bridges that deep-draft vessels are waiting on to open. 
 

What type of information to obtain and report: 
• (1) Videotape or (2) photographs of incident  
• Vessel’s name license or registration number.  
• Type of vessel, hull/superstructure color. 
• Number of individuals involved. 
• Time and location of occurrence. 
 

When to report: 
Immediately!  Timely reporting may give authorities the chance to get underway and board the offender.  
Do not wait until you have all the evidence requested to make the first call. 

 
Whom to report to: 

Call U.S. Coast Guard Group Detroit Operations Center at 313-568-9524 for all reports or MCTS in 
Sarnia at 519-337-6221.  A cellular phone call will usually be better, so as not to alert the vessel to hide 
from authorities.   

 
 Sincerely, 
 
 
 P. G. GERRITY 
 Commander, U.S. Coast Guard 

United States Coast Guard 
Marine Safety Office 
110 Mt. Elliott Avenue 
Detroit, MI 48207-4380 
Phone:   (313) 568-9580 
Fax:        (313)-568-9581 
www.uscg.mil/d9/wwm/mso/detroit/ 



 

 

                    Captain of the Port Detroit 


	Freighter Tag Reporting Procedures
	P. G. GERRITY


